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Aschkar’s Shihan Eulogy for Sensei  Borgella May 8, 2010
What we have once enjoyed we can never loose.
All that we love deeply becomes part of us.
These words were spoken by Hellen Keller, a famous blind woman who understood the importance of connections.
Let me thank everyone who is here in attendance to celebrate the life of our dear friend Joseph Fritz Borgella.
I know that I speak for all who knew Mr. Borgella when we express our sincerest sympathy to his family and friends.
Know that all who are here today and many more who could not attend share in your loss.
Life is a journey were we are some times privileged to meet with a special person: Fritz,  Fito,  Mr. B.,  Joseph,   Shihan-dai,  Sensei,  Father,  Husband,  Brother and  Friend Were some of the names we used to referred to this unique individual.
Shihan-Dai as I called him embodied a wealth of attributes that made him a role model for all to emulate.
My Journey with Shihan-dai started in 1990 when he visited the Dojo on Jamaica Ave. It took a few visits and a little convincing on my behalf to have him return to karate after stopping  for 10 years.
 His dedication and love for the art of karate became apparent to me and to those around him. In conversation with his students and peers the Words: Knowledge, wisdom, enthusiasm and spirit repeated it self over and over again. 

Being so fortunate to have him as my right hand, I quickly appointed him as Shihan-dai and placed him in charge of Kyodai  weekend classes. He remained as the Lead Instructor in charge for nearly a decade.
Feeling the need to grow, he visited Japan and I assisted him in his endeavor.   He traveled there twice where he ultimately received  his Yondan, also known as (4th degree Black Belts).

If  memory servers me correctly, it was shortly after his return from Japan that he opened a karate program in Hempstead long Island, began seminars in various aspect of the Martial Arts, and became an official in sanctioned tournaments.   It was on only a matter of time before his talents was brought to recognition by the Martial Arts Community.

In Final Passing, I would like to read a poem written by a student of Kyodai who chooses to remain anonymous.

       No parting words were spoken  

       No time to say good bye

       So many things left unsaid

       For reasons I know not why 

      But one thing I know without a doubt
      And those you touched will agreed
      You made a difference to so many here
      A tribute to your enduring legacy.
At this time , I like to place his Black Belt next to my dear friend and say one last time.

Please all rise:        SENSEI  NI REY    OSS!  
